TOmsKC  vtttiaXi  annual  sKMoa. 

The  Medical  Officer  (D^  G.  W.  Eglinton)  pro- 
aentcd  his  anonal  report  as  follows  :— 

^rea  of  parish — 2,918  acres.  Population,  census 
1891 — 8,617 ;  estimated  to  middle  of  1897  at  4,142. 
Oeologp— ‘Lower  lies,  coosistiag  of  alteroatiog  beds  of 
limestones,  clays,  and  marls.  Occupation — Principally 
sboemaking.  agricultnral,  limestone  quarries  in  district, 
tanning.  /?iV/A-rafe— 114  births  registered  (68  males, 
46  females),  giving  a  birth-rate  of  27’5  per  1,000  living. 
Death-rate— o7  deaths  registered  (31  males, 26  females), 
giving  a  death  rate  of  18'7  per  1,000  living.  Zymotic 
raU—\  1  deaths  registered  due  to  zymotic  diseases.giving 
a  zymotic  rate  of  2'6  per  1,000  living.  Infant  Mortal- 
tty—Fer  1.000  births,  184'2,  21  deaths  under  one  year 
being  registered.  For  the  year  1896  the  death-rate 
was  26  *2  per  1,000  living  ;  death-rate  13  3;  zymotic 
rate,  0.9  ;  infant  mortality,  150’9  per  1000  births. 
ITater  Supply — I  have  examined  samples  of  water 
from  wells  in  Springfield  -  terrace,  Ooswell-lane, 
Vestry  -  lane,  Somerton  -  road,  Cranhill  •  road. 
Orchard-road,  and  61aBton-road,and  in  several  instances 
have  found  the  same  polluted  and  unfit  for  potable 
purposes.  These  oases  were  reported  to  the  Council, 
and  orders  given  for  the  emptying  and  cleansing  of  the 
wells.  With  regard  to  the  water  supply  of  the  village : 
— In  many  cases  surface  water  largely  finds  its  way 
into  the  wells.  After  a  storm  of  rain  there  is  a  grave 
danger  of  pollntion  arising  through  the  washing  in  o' 
manure,  &c.,  placed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  w  ~ 

and  in  case  oF  n-  teakaga  m  .tha-jwyvw-auM  matter 
finds  its  way  into  the  wells.  This  occurred  Ta  several 
instances,  one  case  of  enteric  fever  arising  from  this 
cause,  ‘i  he  supply  from  the  Polly-hole  source,  as  in 
previous  yeais,  has  been  constant, andithe service-stands 
down  the  High-street,  &c.,  haye  been  largely  utilised. 
At  some  seasons  there  is  a  large  waste  of  water  from 
the  overflow  pipe  in  High-street,  Could  means  for  its 
storage  be  adopted  the  village  would  benefit  consider¬ 
ably  thereby.  Sewerage  and  Drainage — The  disposal 
of  ne  sewage  by  irrigation  contiuues  to  work  satisfac- 
tfcum.  The  more  frequent  emptying  of  the  cesspools 
whiu  still  exist  in  some  parts  of  the  district  is  to  be 
recommended.  Along  with  the  surveyor  1  have  visited 
and  inspected  various  parts  of  the  village  during  the 
year,  and  brought  nuisances  to  your  notice,  which  have 
been  dealt  with.  The  sewers  are  periodically  flushed 
under  the  supervision  of  the  surveyor.  Scavenging — 
Supervision  is  exercised  over  the  ash  and  refuse  heaps, 
and  their  early  removal  directed,  The  scattering  of 
ashes,  &c.,  over  an  extended  surface  at  the  back  of  the 
houses  in  some  instances  has  occured.  The  provision 
of  suitable  ashpits  in  these  cases  is  to  be  recommended. 
The  roads  are  swept,  watered,  &c,,  by  a  staff  of  men 
under  the  surveyor.  Prevalence  of  Disease— During 
the  months  of  January,  February,  March,  October, 
November,  and  December  disease  of  the  respiratory 
passages  largely  prevailed.  Influenza  of  a  mild 
type  was  present  in  February  and  March.  A  number 
of  instances  of  jaundice  in  young  children  occurred  at 
the  early  part  of  the  year.  Five  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
and  one  of  measles  came  to  my  knowledge  during  the  J 
year.  Several  instances  of  severe  ulceration  of  the 
.^.tlumt,  maligiuuti.  in  type^  eeearred  in-  Ma.'oh.  In 
June  and  August  cases  of  summee  colic  and  diarrhoea 
occurred.  In  August  a  case  of  enteric  fever  occurred, 
due  to  the  drinking  of  polluted  weli  water.l'ortunately 
making  a  good  recove.'y  In  October  a  case  of  acute 
typhoid  tuberculosis  occurred, proving  fatal.  In  Septem¬ 
ber,  October,  November,  and  December,  a  seveie 
epidemic  of  whooping  cough  vi.titcd  us,  attended  in 
many  instances  with  pulmonary  complications,  11 
cases  proving  fatal.  One  case  of  erysipelas  has  come 
to  my  knowledge,  and  it  is  erratifying  to  report  that 
no,death  from  phthisis  has  been  registered  during  the 
year.  Ages  tahle  of  deaths  ; — Under  one  vear  there 
were  21  deaths;  one  and  uuder  five  years'  13  ;  five 
and  under  15  years,  two  ;  15  and  uuder  2d  years,  two  • 
25  and  under  65  years, 8 ;  65  and  upwards,  II.  Cause's 
o/"  deaM  Whooping-cough,  11  under  five  years  of 
age ;  rheumatic  fever,  two  over  five  ;  bronchitis, 
pneumonia,  pleurisy,  nine  under  five  ao  I  one  over 
five;  heart  disease,  seven  under  five;  injuries  one 
under  five  ;  all  other  causes,  14  under  five  and  12*  over 
five. — Infectious  IHscases  Hospital — Joint  hospital  for 
Glastonbury  and  Street  was  erected  aud  will  shortly  be 
available  for  the  reception  of  patients.  Notification 

Recommended,  but  not  in  force. — Disinfection _ 

Principally  bv  sulphur-dioxide.  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milltshops —Visited  and  inspected  reg-^larly  with  the  | 
Inspector  cf  Nuisances,  and  regularly  limewashed.  j 
Bakehouses— Those  opened  since  1875  also  visited  and* 
limewashed.  Housing  of  the  working-classes— House  to 
house  iuspection  wtih  the  inspector  made  perioeicallv 
Rmm  Vhih  .Full  code  in  force. 
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